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Some may remember The 

Spiritual Renewal Center (SRC)
from the early 90’s, like me; 
cedar cabins, a simple chapel 
and one meeting room with 
stone walkways.  As I returned 
for the Bishop’s dinner for the 
first time in 25 years this past 
Fall, I was blown away by the 
many wonderful improvements 
that have been made since those 
days.  The peaceful nature of the 
SRC was exactly the same but 
it had been transformed into a 
magnificent oasis!

The SRC is located on ap-
proximately 40 of 200 rolling 
acres, owned by the Diocese of 
Victoria in Texas.  It is nestled 
along the banks of the San An-
tonio River and for 28 years has 
been a place of prayer, reflec-
tion, spiritual nourishment and 
peace.  The SRC participates 
in the mission of the church of 
Victoria as well as the universal 
Catholic Church by providing a 
place apart from the demands of 
everyday life where individuals 
may go seeking God more deeply 
in their lives.

The story of the land and how 
the SRC found its’ home there 
has many facets.  The physical 
location and design of the site 
was chosen by the 1st Bishop 
of Victoria, Most Rev. Charles 
V. Grahmann.  The land now 
owned by the Diocese of Victoria 
was acquired from Our Lady of 
Lourdes.  Our Lady of Lourdes 
acquired the land through a 
bequest from Gussie Schmidt.  
When Bishop Grahmann saw the 
character and beauty of the land 
he instantly knew he wanted the 
future Spiritual Renewal Center 
built on that picturesque land!  
He envisioned a rustic setting 
with “log cabin” type lodging 
and a chapel.   

The early roots of the SRC 
date back even earlier to the  
1800’s.  The land was originally 
owned by Don Carlos DelaGarza 
who received it from a Spanish 
land grant.  The Amador family, a 
direct descendent to DelaGarza, 
still owns some of the land that 
surrounds the SRC.  The “Family 
DelaGarza Cemetery” is located 
on the SRC grounds.  Amador 
Amador, his wife Consuelo and 

their children began working 
part-time at the SRC in 1988 
when it opened.  Part-time led to 
full–time and as daughter Julia 
Amador who today is the As-
sociate Director of the SRC with 
her primary responsibility being 
the manager of the kitchen and 
housekeeping staffs states, “We 
already lived out here when I was 
a young girl, who knew that God 
would put our work next door 
to our house!”  She also says 
she feels very blessed to have 
dedicated her life to her family 
and the SRC.  Julia says,  “There 
is a peacefulness about the place 
where people regenerate not only 
spiritually but physically.  I’ve 
lived here for 43 years!”  Julia 
shares that 18,000 meals were 
served last year!  She and a cook 
staff serve 3 meals a day and 
snacks to those on retreat. 

Since the SRC’s opening 
in 1988, the Texas climate and 
insects have not been kind to the 
buildings.  Many of the buildings 
have suffered from wood rot 
and termite infestations.  With 

~ The Spiritual Renewal Center ~ 
Its Early Roots And Now

See The Spiritual Renewal 
Center, pg. 10

On February 18, 2016, people traveled to El Paso, Texas and Juarez, 
Mexico from the Diocese of Victoria to see Pope Francis.  Among the 
thousands were a group from Bay City, a group from Our Lady of Sor-
rows Church and Bishop Brendan Cahill.  Bishop Cahill was privileged 
to join the other bishops on the Texas side at the levee and serve the 
“VIP Guests” who gathered.  He also joined an old friend at Annuncia-
tion House, a shelter in El Paso for immigrants.  Esther Trevino, one 
of the Bay City group members, who was at the Sun Bowl, shared, 
“The most powerful moment for me, was when he blessed us.” They 

Faithful From Diocese Travel To See Pope

See Faithful From Diocese, pg. 3
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DSA update

DIOCESE
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

St. John Paul II made a pilgrimage to 
Fatima, Portugal 
on May 13, 2000.  
During the great 
Jubilee at the be-
ginning of the new 
millennium the 
holy Pope desired 
to offer thanks 
to our Blessed 
Mother for many 
special graces.  On 
that day he preached at a special Mass, and 
after the Mass an announcement was read 
by Cardinal Angelo Sodano who at the 
time was the Vatican’s Secretary of State. 
The quotes that I am going to mention in 
this article can be found more fully on the 
Vatican web-site, if you search for (http://
www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congrega-
tions/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_
doc_20000626_message-fatima_en.html)

Cardinal Sodano said:
“The vision of Fatima concerns above 

all the war waged by atheistic systems 
against the Church and Christians, and it 
describes the immense sufferings endured 
by the witnesses of the faith in the last 
century of the second millennium. It is an 
interminable Way of the Cross led by the 
Popes of the twentieth century. …

After the assassination attempt of 13 
May 1981, it appeared evident that it was 
‘a mother’s hand that guided the bullet’s 
path’, enabling ‘the Pope in his throes’ to 
halt ‘at the threshold of death’….

The successive events of 1989 led, 
both in the Soviet Union and in a number 
of countries of Eastern Europe, to the fall 
of the Communist regimes which pro-
nounced atheism.  For this too His Holi-
ness offers heartfelt thanks to the Most 
Holy Virgin.  In other parts of the world, 
however, attacks against the Church and 
against Christians, with the burden of 
suffering they bring, tragically continue.  
Even if the events to which the third part 
of the ‘secret’ of Fatima refers now seem 
to be a part of the past, Our Lady’s call 
to conversion and penance, issued at the 
start of the twentieth century, remains 
timely and urgent today.  ‘The Lady of 

the message seems to read the signs of the 
times – the signs of our time – with special 
insight… The insistent invitation of Mary 
Most Holy to penance is nothing but the 
manifestation of her maternal concern for 
the fate of the human family, in need of 
conversion and forgiveness.’…”

As part of our diocesan celebration of 
the Jubilee of Mercy I’ve invited people to 
join in the Consecration to Jesus through 
Mary on the 99th anniversary of the first 
apparition of Fatima.  The date of this 
anniversary is Friday, May 13 – two days 
before the Feast of the Pentecost.  A main 
reason for my consideration of this comes 
from the inspiration of the talks given in 
Fatima on that day in 2000.  After Cardi-
nal Sodano delivered the announcement I 
referred to above, then-Cardinal Ratzinger 
(now-Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI) of-
fered a deep theological commentary on 
the message of Fatima.  In the last para-
graph of his commentary he wrote:  

“I would like finally to mention another 
key expression of the ‘secret’ which has 
become justly famous: ‘my Immaculate 
Heart will triumph’.  What does this mean?  
The Heart open to God, purified by con-
templation of God, is stronger than guns 
and weapons of every kind.  The fiat of 
Mary, the word of her heart, has changed 
the history of the world, because it brought 
the Saviour into the world – because, 
thanks to her Yes, God could become man 
in our world and remains so for all time.  
The Evil One has power in this world, as 
we see and experience continually; he has 
power because our freedom continually 
lets itself be led away from God.  But since 
God himself took a human heart and has 
thus steered human freedom towards what 
is good, the freedom to choose evil no 

longer has the last word.  From that time 
forth, the word that prevails is this: ‘In the 
world you will have tribulation, but take 
heart; I have overcome the world’ (John 
16:33).  The message of Fatima invites us 
to trust in this promise.”  

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, may our 
hearts be purified by the contemplation of 
God, and by our acts of penance and char-
ity for the salvation of the whole world.  
In this issue of the Lighthouse we will 
publish a prayer of St. John Paul II that 
he prayed as an Act of Entrustment to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.  We also will 
give reference to a book written by St. 
Louis de Montfort – “Preparation for Total 
Consecration” – which provides a spiritual 
guide for 33 days to prepare for this con-
secration.  For those who would want to 
make this spiritual journey it would begin 
on April 10 and could conclude on May 
13 with a simple prayer for our Blessed 
Mother.  This book can be purchased at 

See Message From Bishop, pg. 3

Effective February 1, 2016, Rev. 
Tommy Chen is appointed Vocation Di-
rector and Director of Seminarians for the 
Diocese of Victoria

Effective February 1, 2016, Mrs. Deb-
bie Vanelli is appointed Diocesan Director 
of Catholic Relief Services and the Cam-
paign for Human Development.

Effective March 1, 2016, Rev. Ty Bazar 
is appointed parochial vicar of Saint Rose 
of Lima Church, Schulenburg

Effective March 1, 2016, Rev. Jasper 
J. Liggio is appointed Director of Pro-Life 
Concerns for the Diocese of Victoria

Official Announcements

Bishop Brendan Cahill has chosen 
Deacon Joe Duplan, Director of the 
Spiritual Renewal Center, as Co-Chair and 
10 delegates to represent the Diocese of 
Victoria as part of a Region X team of V 
Encuentro. The delegates are: The Rever-
end Robert F. Guerra, Pastor, Parish of the 
Nativity, Eagle Lake, Mary Lou Duplan, 
Co-Director, Spiritual Renewal Center, 
Cesar Hernandez, Parishioner, Capilla de 
la Santisima Trinidad, Genoveva Torres, 
PCL Leader, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 
Wharton, Mr. Auturo & Carolina Lara, 
Parishioners of Our Lady of Victory,  Sr. 
Miriam Perez, Provincial Superior,  Mis-
sionary Catechist of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and Mary, Deacon Ed Molina, Our 

Lady of Sorrows, Victoria, Dr. Gloria Gon-
zalez, Parishioner of Holy Family Church, 
Victoria, and the Reverend Antonio Perez, 
Parochial Vicar, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.

The main objective of the process 
of the Encuentro is to discern the way 
in which Hispanics/Latinos respond as 
Church. The process of Encuentro for 
Hispanic/Latino ministry has been deeply 
ecclesial.  It is motivated by reading the 
signs of the times and convened by the 
bishops, who call the Hispanic/Latino 
community to raise their voices.  Del-
egates will learn the Encuentro process 
and in turn, lead the implementation and 
formation of the program in our diocese 
by training parish teams.



Seminary Burses
Seminary burses are a permanent fund used for the education of future priests for the Diocese of 
Victoria.  The goal of each burse is $15,000.  The interest from this amount is applied yearly to the 
education of seminarians.  The burses are in memory of or in honor of an individual priest or lay 
persons, living or deceased.   Publication of the burses will appear periodically when new contributions 
are received.  
February 24, 2016           
   TOTALS
• Rev. Msgr. Edward C. Bartsch Burse
Previously reported  $12,511.00
Donation in memory of Rev. Msgr. 
 Edward Bartsch by Verna Goetz 1,000.00
  Total $13,511.00

• Rev. Msgr. John C. Bily Burse #2
Previously reported  $6,244.00
In memory of Mary Ann Janecka by 
 James and Barbara Janak  25.00
In celebration of Soledad Alston’s 
 90th birthday celebration by 
 Lawrence and Sylvia Addicks  20.00
  Total $6,289.00

• Rev. Jerome “Jerry” Caponi Burse #2
Previously reported  $100.00
In memory of Rev. Jerome “Jerry” Caponi 
 on the 7th anniversary of his death 
 on Feb. 27 by John J. Marek  25.00
  Total $125.00

• Rev. Wayne Flagg and Rev. Philip Brune 
Burse

Previously reported  $7,180.00
In memory of Lillian McCloskey by 
 M/M DeWayne Dvorak  25.00
In honor of Rev. Wayne Flagg and 
 Rev. Philip Brune by St. Ann’s
   Altar Society, Frelsburg  1,000.00
  Total $8,205.00

• Rev. Scott  Joseph Hill Burse
Previously reported  $1,378.00
In memory of M/M Wilfred Gross by 
 M/M DeWayne Dvorak    25.00
  Total $1,403.00

• Rev. Msgr. John C. Peters Burse #7
Previously reported  $9,740.00
In memory of Rita Zaruba by:
  David and Mathilda Melnar  25.00
 Sidney and Barbara Jasek   20.00
In memory of Arnold Bohuslav by: 
 Willie Barborak   10.00
 Soila Sanchez   10.00
In memory of Frank P. Henke by 
 Pat Mladenka   20.00
Donation by Soila Sanchez  10.00
  Total $9,835.00

• Rev. Dan Morales Burse in Honor of his 
Work for Vocations

Previously reported  $3,656.00
In honor of Rev. Dan Morales by 
 Paz and Andrea Morales   25.00
In honor of James Dvorak’s installation 
 as Lector with St. Mary Seminary by 
 M/M DeWayne Dvorak  25.00
In honor of Rev. Dan Morales and prayers 

during this time of suffering by 
 Mark Zafereo  100.00
  Total $3,806.00

• Catholic Daughters of America Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Ct #1374 Burse

Previously reported  $8,222.12
In memory of Myrtle Fucik by CDA 
 Court Our Lady Queen 
 of Peace #1374    100.00
  Total $8,322.12

• M/M Nicholas A. Grahmann Burse #2 
Burse

In memory of Rita Zaruba by:
 Stanley and Becky Bujnoch  20.00
 Lucille Werner   20.00
 Travis and Audrey Klimitchek  20.00
 James and Monica Vanek   20.00
 Donnie and Mary Jo Bludau  10.00
 Royce and Anna Brown   20.00
 Harvey and Elsie Goedrich  20.00
 Frank and Karen Darilek   20.00
 Tommy and Joyce Hermes  20.00
 Myron and Mag Rehm   20.00
 Ervin Bludau, Jr.   40.00
 Mike and Theresa Kostelnik  10.00
 Robert and Gloria Haas   25.00
 Larry Hoelscher   20.00
 Mary Ann Taylor   20.00
 Edward and Jean Wick   20.00
 Anita Migl   10.00
 Georgia Cerny   20.00
 Irene Barton   25.00
 John and Laverne Trojcak   25.00
 Fred and Sharon Grahmann 100.00
  Total $505.00

• St. John the Baptist Church, St. John In 
Memory of Rev. Brian Crookes Burse #2

Previously reported  $5,821.00
In memory of Arnold Bohuslav by 
 Forrest and Ann Dittrich   20.00
  Total $5,841.00

• Cora Wostarek Burse
Previously reported  $5,725.00
In memory of Bobbie Jean Zapalac 
 Tarter by M/M DeWayne Dvorak    25.00
  Total $5,750.00

• Rev. Timothy Kosler Burse
Correction to previously reported  $1,220.00
In memory of Eugene Veselka by 
 Elmer and Agnes Weikel   10.00
Inadvertent listing by 
 Henrietta Veselka  <355.00>
  Total $875.00

• Rev. Paul P. Kaspar and Parents, 
 John & Frances Kaspar Burse
Donation by the Kaspar 
 Family Reunion  $500.00
  Total $500.00
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the Incarnate Word Gift Shop in Victoria 
in English and Spanish.

May God bless and protect you and 
your families in this special season, thank 
you for your beautiful witness of faith ev-
ery day – let’s keep one another in prayer!                                                      

+Brendan

Message From 
Bishop

Continued from p. 2

Bishop Brendan’s Schedule
March
7-8 Pro-Life Activities Meeting, Washington, D.C.

9 2:00 p.m., Building Dedication & Blessing, St. Joseph High School, Victoria

 6:00 p.m., CCD Night, Queen of the Holy Rosary Church, Hostyn

12 4:00  p.m., Mass, St. Joseph Abbey & Seminarian Youth Fest, St. Benedict,  
Louisiana

15 6:30 p.m., Clergy & Religious Appreciation Dinner, KC Hall, Victoria

16 2:30 p.m., Finance Board Meeting, Chancery, Victoria

17	 6:00	p.m.,	Mass	&	Reception,	St.	Patrick’s	Church,	Seadrift

20 9:00 a.m., Palm Sunday Mass, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory, Victoria

22 10:00 a.m., Chrism Mass, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory, Victoria

24 6:30 p.m., Holy Thursday Mass, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory, Victoria

25 12:00 p.m., Good Friday Services, Our Lady of Sorrows Church, Victoria

26 8:00 p.m., Easter Vigil Mass, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory, Victoria

27 9:00 a.m., Easter Sunday Mass, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory, Victoria

April
3	 10:00	a.m.,	Confirmation	Mass,	Holy	Family	Church,	Wharton

 3:00 p.m., Divine Mercy Celebration, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory, 
Victoria

4 8:00 a.m., School Mass & Visit, Our Lady of the Gulf, Port Lavaca

Act of Entrustment  
Saint Pope John Paul II

“O Mother of all men and women, 
and of all peoples, you who know all 
their sufferings and their hopes, you 
who have a mother’s awareness of all 
the struggles between good and evil, 
between light and darkness, which 
afflict the modern world, accept the 
cry which we, moved by the Holy 
Spirit, address directly to your Heart. 
Embrace with the love of the Mother 
and Handmaid of the Lord, this hu-
man world of ours, which we entrust 
and consecrate to you, for we are full 
of concern for the earthly and eternal 
destiny of individuals and peoples. 

In a special way we entrust and 
consecrate to you those individuals and 
nations which particularly need to be 
thus entrusted and consecrated. 

‘We have recourse to your protec-
tion, holy Mother of God!’  Despise not 
our petitions in our necessities”.

(Excerpt taken from 
The Message of Fatima)

Seminary Burses
Continued on 

pg. 6

were present among 50,000 Catholics who 
visited El Paso on Wednesday for the “Two 
Nations, One Faith” event in honor of Pope 
Francis’ Mexico tour.  This was truly a once 
in a lifetime experience for those who were 
blessed to attend.

Continued from pg. 1
Faithful From Diocese

Bishop Ca-
hill pictured 
with Marissa 
Sieck, a fam-
i l y  f r i e n d 
who works 
at Annuncia-
tion House in 
El Paso.
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Sisterly
Thoughts

by Sister Mildred Truchard, IWBS

Ceci Triska • (979) 543-8575 (leave message)  
ceci.triska@gmail.com • www.selectinternationaltours.com

Journeys of Faith with Ceci 
Upcoming Pilgrimages

Ireland and Scotland
July 14 - 26  $4685

~ Ireland only ~  July 18-26  ~  $3695
Spiritual Director:  Fr. Albert Yankey

Lourdes-Fatima with Lisieux
October 2 -14  $3895

Spiritual Director:  Fr. Tommy Chen 

Holy Land- A Pilgrimage of 
Prayer and Encounter

with Bishop Brendan Cahill
January 23 - February 3, 2017   $3395

(early registration discount of $100 by June 1, 2016)
All prices include flights, hotels, guides 

and meals as per itinerary.

As the Sisters of the Incarnate Word 
and Blessed Sacrament of Victoria, Texas, 
celebrate 150 years in Victoria, Texas, 
we look at the conditions in early Texas 
which preceded the Foundation in Victoria 
in 1866. 

Bishop Jean Odin 
the first bishop of the 
Diocese of Galves-
ton – which included 
the whole state of 
Texas- had requested 
the Sisters in France 
to found the Order 
in his diocese. So in 
1852 four Sisters, 
with Sister Clare Valentine as Superior-
ess, arrived in Galveston where they spent 
eight months learning English and Span-
ish along with American customs. From 
there they went to Brownsville where they 
founded the Order in America in 1853.

As one looks back over the many hard-
ships that the pioneer Sisters had to en-
dure, one has to appreciate the great faith 

On the Way to Victoria, Texas: 
Early Trials and Triumphs

that sustained them in their mission.  We 
have already seen how an ill-fated delay 
in Vera Cruz, Mexico, resulted in the death 
from yellow fever of four of the young Sis-
ters who were on their way from Europe to 
the foundation in South Texas. Trials were 
numerous, yet the Sisters maintained faith 
and hope in their mission. For example, 
Brownsville endured periodic epidemics 
of yellow fever, the fury of hurricanes, 
and post Mexican-American War raids.  In 
spite of constantly struggling to keep up 
buildings and personnel, the Sisters were 
ably educating the children in their schools 
– during periods between epidemics, raids, 
hurricanes and the U. S. Civil War.  

Now, most of the fighting of the Civil 
War did not take place in Texas; however, 
Fort Brown in Brownsville was a target to 
be captured by the Union forces resulting 
in conflict for the local people, most of 
whom had fled when the violence began. 
Although the school was closed during the 
war, resulting in an absence of income, 
the monastery was protected by both 

armies; in fact, soldiers from both sides 
asked that their wives seek safety in the 
monastery with the Sisters. Commanding 
officers from both armies made sure that 
the Sisters – and the soldiers’ wives- had 
ample provisions for survival. 

Like the rest of the Gulf States, there 
was a blockade around the ports of entry. 
As a result communication and movement 
of supplies to and from Europe and other 
states were cut off by the blockage. The 
inability to make contact with Europe and 
receive advice and support from the Sis-
ters in France was difficult for the young 
foundation. Moreover, many of the civil-
ians had fled when the Union army came 
to capture Brownsville. 

At that time, young men in Texas were 
being forced into the Confederate Army. I 
have read accounts of how the men would 
go into hiding in the woods near a water 
source such as a creek to avoid serving 
in the Confederate military. Many were 
recent immigrants who had fled their for-
mer homelands in quest of freedom. They 
had no intention of fighting to preserve 
slavery! While they were in hiding, their 
wives would supply them with baskets 
of bread and the men would kill wildlife 

Bishop Jean Odin

for food. On moon-lit nights they would 
be able to sneak back to their homesteads 
and take care of necessary farm work. 
During the day, they would lie low until 
the Confederate officers would finally give 
up and decide not to waste any more time 
trying to find them.

When the war was over and the Union 
troops were leaving the captured city, they 
did not destroy Brownsville because of the 
kindness of the Sisters there; in fact, they 
only destroyed the fort, leaving all their 
provisions with the Sisters, who distrib-
uted them among the impoverished people 
who had remained in Brownsville. After 
the war, the school reopened and the stu-
dent body continued to grow in numbers. 
It was at this time that   Bishop Dubuis of 
Texas requested that the Sisters begin a 
school in Victoria. After Mother St. Claire 
Valentine’s arrival with the surviving 
volunteers she had recruited from France 
and Ireland, the Bishop’s dream could be 
realized.  The Sisters arrived in Victoria 
from Brownsville on December 21, 1866!           

(to be continued)

The Diocese of Victoria officially closed the Year of Consecrated Life on World Day 
for Consecrated Life, February 7, with two events.  

The Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament and the Missionary Cat-
echists of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary 
gathered with the parishioners at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church with Father Albert Yankey and 
Father John Kollannur at the 10:00 a.m. Mass. 
Both religious communities took part in the 
liturgy and they also shared the stories of their 
communities. After the Mass, 
all gathered for a meal.

In the evening, the Sisters 
and the faithful gathered at In-
carnate Word Convent Chapel 
with Bishop Brendan Cahill 
for Adoration and Solemn 
Vespers. Bishop Cahill and 
the religious Sisters and all the 
faithful joined together to give 
thanks for the graced Year of 
Consecrated Life. It was a year 
of grateful remembrance for 
the past, of living the present 
with passion, and embracing 
the future with hope.

Closing of the Year of Consecrated Life

Pictured above is Bishop Bren-
dan Cahill and Superior General 
for the Sisters of the Incarnate 
Word and Blessed Sacrament, 
Sister Stephana Marbach, IWBS .

Tip to Help 
Your Prayer Life

Try Different Types of Prayer – We all have different 
tastes in prayer, just like most other things in life. So, 
try out different types of prayer and see which ones work 
for you. One caveat – don’t give up too soon on a type of 
prayer. It might take a good long time to discover whether 
it is good for you or not.
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HALLETTSVILLE—On February 5, 
2016, after a fantastic series of Catholic 
School Week activities, grades five through 
twelve, gathered in the gym to close the 
week with some fun and competition.  Stu-
dents had been forming teams of four and 
signing up to participate in the competition, 
to show how much of their faith they have 
learned and remember.  By Friday morn-
ing, again matching last year’s record of 
33 teams, they gathered on the gym floor 
to get ready for the questions.  Students not 
participating in the contest gathered in the 
bleachers with a card to record their choices.

All was still as Monsignor John Peters 
and Ida Bludau read the questions as they 
were projected on the wall.  Three rounds, 
of 20 questions each, followed in quick 
succession as only 10-15 seconds were 
given to select the correct answer.  Between 
rounds, scoring took place while correct 
answers were projected for all to check 
their choices.  Team scores were given after 
each round and those in the audience could 
see how they did in comparison with the 
participants. Maybe they will be ready to 
enter next year.

As the final round was completed 
and checked, the following winners were 
announced.  First place in Junior High 
was captured by “Papa John’s Team”, 
the defending champions from last year.  
Amassing 50 points were John Cesarz, 
Ella Harper, Shelby Haas, and Carley 
Haas.  Second place with 44 points went 
to “The Evangelists”: Hayden Grahmann, 
Trey Ridgeway, Trenton Kraatz, and Luke 
Bludau.   After a tie breaker, “God’s An-
gels” came in third place. This team was 
made up of Heidi Ortolon, Elise Lackey, 
Matthew Roznovsky and Morgan Machac. 
Also earning 40 points was the team 
“Shepherd Sisters” who received Honor-
able Mention. Members were Abby Clark, 
Emma Hawkins, Addison Belicek and 
Emma Nieto.

 There was stiff competition among the 
high school teams with six teams garnering 

Catholic Knowledge Bowl 
at Sacred  Heart School

from 44 to 48 points. “Marc’s Fan Club” 
emerged from second place last year to 
claim first place with 48 points. Members 
were Tyler Kraatz, Marc Raphael, Luke 
Harper and Caleb Krischke.  Second place 
was captured by “Nuns and Roses” with 46 
points. This team was made up of Miranda 
Shimek, Erica Pavliska, Corinna Lackey 
and Kristen Osina. “Just a Few Girls”, 
Jamie Shimek, Julie Brown, Cadie Perez 
and Alyssa Tobola came in third with 45 
points  Three teams: “AAAmazing Grace”, 
“Joe and the Boys” and “Me, Myself and I 
+” all earned 44 points, claiming Honorable 
Mention. The following students were on 
these teams: Abigail Ross, Audrey Ross, 
Amber Walker, Grace Renner, Joseph Mc-
Connell, William Watson, Ryan Hadash, 
Brock Sitka, Sam Brown, Kellen Opela, 
Jared Brown and Braden Popp.

Congratulations to these winners and 
all 132 students who participated on teams.  
Perhaps some of the 50+ students who 
tested their knowledge by participating 
from the bleachers will form their teams 
next year. The four teams who have already 
signed up for the Diocesan Catholic Knowl-
edge Bowl in Victoria on February 21 will 
have already had some valuable practice. 

5 Years of Service
Nazareth Academy, Victoria
Etzler, Sr. Lois Marie
St. Anthony School, Columbus
Schobel, Nicole
Shiner Catholic Schools
Vrana, Carol
Sacred Heart School, Hallettsville
Pastucha, Shadra
Sykora, Lynette
St. Rose of Lima School, Schulenburg
Johnson, Christine
Our Lady of the Gulf, Port Lavaca
Resendez, Stella
Our Lady of Victory School, Victoria
Ortmann, Brenda
Lara, Amy
St. Joseph High School, Victoria
McCulloch, Daryl
Boehm, Lynwood
Carson, Jennifer
Guthrie, Cheryl
Korinek, Jen
St. Philip School, El Campo
Irby, Natalie
Rawlinson, Stephanie
Stavinoha, Maria

10 Years of Service
Nazareth Academy, Victoria
Janda, Sr. Liliana
Shiner Catholic Schools
Grabarkievtz, Tammy
Hagel, Donna
Knesek, Lisa
St. Michael’s School, Cuero
Haun, Gina
Our Lady of Victory School, Victoria
Knippa, Kerri
Schilhad, Julie
St. Joseph High School, Victoria
Mumphord, Alvin III
Grunewald, Laura
Canas, Adrian

Catholic School Employees 
Years of Service

St. Rose of Lima School, Schulenburg
Gallia, Rosanne
St. Anthony School, Columbus
O’Leary, Sandy
Walla, Laura

15 Years of Service
Shiner Catholic Schools
Hybner, Alisa
Stock, Mary Ann
Vrana, Kathy
Sacred Heart School, Hallettsville
Grafe, Sr. Emiliana
St. Rose of Lima School, Schulenburg
Mican, Jeannie 
Bonner, Matt 

20 Years of Service
Our Lady of Victory School, Victoria
Dornak, Mona
Waak, Beth
St. Joseph High School, Victoria
Gerdes, Galen
Sauer, Sabra

25 Years of Service
St. Joseph School, Yoakum
Ferrell, Mary Sue
Our Lady of Victory School, Victoria
Gehrke, Dorothy
St. Anthony School, Columbus
Darr, Sandy

30 Years of Service
St. Joseph High School, Victoria
Boyle, Gretchen 
St. Rose of Lima School, Schulenburg
Kunz, Donna

45 Years of Service
Our Lady of Victory School, Victoria
Hall, Gwen

Grades five through twelve gather in the Sacred Heart Gym to close Catholic 
Schools Week with some fun and competition.

Kenneth J. French, Sr.

1501 E Mockingbird, 
Ste 102

Victoria, TX 77901

(361) 576-0178
kenny.french@edwardjones.com

Reporting 
Abuse

If you or someone you know has been sexually 
abused by a member of the clergy or other church 
personnel, you can register a complaint.

•  Call the bishop or the chancellor at the Chancery at (361) 573-0828; or
•  Call Fr. Gary Janak (361) 575-4741 or Sr. Emilie Eilers (361) 575-7111, 
     Coordinators of Pastoral Care and Outreach; or
•  Mark your letter “Personal and Confidential”. Write to: Most Rev. Brendan 

J. Cahill, Diocese of Victoria, P.O. Box 4070, Victoria, TX 77903. 

  Reporting Child Abuse Hotline • 1 (800) 252-5400 • www.txabusehotline.org 
If you know or suspect a child or person has been abused or mistreated, you are   

required to report it to the Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory 
Services or to a law enforcement agency within 48 hours. 

If the person is in immediate danger, call 911.

 We will also help you bring your concerns to Church officials outside the diocese 
if the abuse occurred elsewhere and you now reside in the Diocese of Victoria. 
If you are unsure about bringing forth a complaint or need more information, 
please contact: Fr. Gary Janak at (361) 575-4741.
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Wendy Eggert, Director • Ryan Leos, Associate Director

ym@victoriadiocese.org • (361) 573-0828 • www.victoriadiocese.org

2016
March 6 – Confirmation Retreat - St. Joseph Church, Inez (Forms available online)
March 11-13 – Abbey Youth Fest (Registration available online)
April 3 – Confirmation Retreat - St. Anthony of Padua Church, Palacios (Forms available 

online)
April 24 – Camp David Planning
June 12-14 – Camp David (Jr. High Session 1)
June 15 – Camp David (Elementary Session)
June 15-17 – Camp David (Jr. High Session 2)
June 20-23 – D-Week
July 9-17 – Rocky Mountain High

Calendar of Events

A unanimous decision was made by 
the tournament committee that this year 
the Annual Bishop Fellhauer Invitational 
Golf Tournament would be in honor and 
appreciation of Father Dan Morales.  He 
served as Vocations Director for almost 10 
years, began the mission trips to Guatemala, 
and has been instrumental in the formation 
of many Diocese of Victoria 
seminarians. 

The Youth Office, Voca-
tions Office, and Seminar-
ian Education Fund will re-
ceive an appreciated boost 
with the help of the Knights 
of Columbus #9088 at Holy 
Family in Victoria.  These 
three programs are the benefactors of the 
19th annual Bishop Fellhauer Golf Tourna-
ment, scheduled for April 22, 2016, at The 
Club at Colony Creek.  The tournament 
committee, Monroe Rieger, sponsorship 
chairman, and Ron Sitka, tournament 
chairman, have been busy preparing for 
this jam-packed day!

Funds received from this tournament 
will be used for the above-mentioned offic-
es, as well as for scholarships. Our diocese 
is blessed to have both a very active youth 
ministry and vocation ministry that work 
hand-in-hand to minister more effectively 
to the young people of the diocese.  

The Youth Office has made it possible 
for students to attend the annual Pro-life 
Rally in Austin and allowed for expansion 
of the retreat program for Confirmation, 
junior high, and high school students.  
However, due to limited resources, some 

young people are unable to participate in 
the various activities without subsidiza-
tion.  The funds from this tournament help 
alleviate that situation, as well as provide 
opportunities for new and innovative pro-
gramming. This spring it has allowed the 
diocese to charter a bus to allow high school 
students to attend Abbey Youth Fest at St. 

Joseph Seminary in St. 
Benedict, LA where several 
of our seminarians attend.  
We are also able to make a 
long term dream of a youth 
pavilion at the Spiritual 
Renewal Center a reality, 
with partial funds that have 
accumulated over the past 

years from golf tournament proceeds.
The Vocations Office has benefited from 

past tournaments by being able to hold an 
annual boys vocation camp. Tournament 
proceeds have also helped the Vocations 
Office subsidize funding of an annual 
mission trip to an orphanage in Guatemala 
where the seminarians are taught Spanish 
and work in the orphanage while there. 

In measurable outcomes, the diocese 
has realized an increase in vocations since 
implementing the various camps and direct 
contact initiatives. 

As was done last year, all monies 
received from the $1,000 Bishop Level 
sponsors will be earmarked exclusively 
for the Seminarian Education Fund, as the 
tremendous increase in seminarians in our 
diocese necessitates more funds to educate 
these prospective priests. The average cost 
to educate one seminarian for a year is 
$35,000 and next year the diocese expects 
to have 10 seminarians.  Please consider 
becoming a $1,000 Bishop Level sponsor 
in the name of one of our seminarians.  
You may personally choose a seminarian 
to sponsor or one can be assigned to you. 

Sponsorship levels for the tourna-
ment are categorized as follows:  BISH-
OP-$1,000; MONSIGNOR - $500; 
PRIEST - $200; DEACON- $100; and 
SEMINARIAN - $50. All sponsorships 
below Bishop Level will be split evenly 
between the youth and vocations offices. 

Priest Level sponsors and higher will 
be given first priority to play in the tourna-
ment.  Sponsor signs will be displayed on 
the tee boxes and on a large display sign at 
the main scoreboard. 

If you have any questions, or would 
like to be a sponsor, please contact Monroe 
Rieger at (361) 571-6535.

Annual Bishop Fellhauer Invitational Golf 
Tournament to Honor Father Morales

Those wishing to begin a burse or to 
contribute to an existing seminary burse 
may do so by sending their contributions 
with the appropriate burse designation to:  
Diocese Of Victoria • Seminary Burses 

P. O. Box 4070 • Victoria, TX  77903

• Very Rev. Matthew Huehlefeld Burse #2
Previously reported  $65.00
In loving memory of Lois Jirkovsky by:
 William and Beverly Broaddus  25.00
 Linda Schmidt   50.00
 JC and Geraldine Hermes, Jr.  25.00
 Reggie, Cathy and Allison Guettner  50.00
 Marie Tobola  100.00
 Elaine Kubena   20.00
 The Underwriting and 
 Marketing Departments   20.00
 Marlene Polka   15.00
 Laura Kocurek   20.00
 Larry and Sandi Rebecek  100.00
 David and Dana Beal 
 Sestak & Family  100.00
 Julius Belicek   10.00
 Buck and Janice Bludau & Family  20.00

 Wanda Zobranksy   20.00
 Raymond and Lillie Vecera  5.00
 Alton and Helen Faltysek   20.00
 Wayne and Annie Havel   10.00
 Frank Zaruba, Sandy and Jack 
 Zaruba & Family, Donna and 
 Kevin Walker & Family   40.00
 Janie and Johnny Cimrhanzl  20.00
In memory of Lillie Sitka by 
 J. C. and Geraldine Hermes  25.00
  Total $760.00

Seminary Burses
Continued from pg. 3

ABCATS TRAVEL 
Call Jim or Malvina Slovak

(361) 578-0828
slovakjim@att.net 

www.abcatstravel.com

Great American Train Trip
  Chicago to San Francisco

  June 6-13

Cruise Inside Passage 
To Alaska

  July 16-25

2016 Catholic Knowledge Bowl
Winners

Adult Teams
The Chestertons  1
Explorers on the Journey     2
Ambrose’s Bees  3

Teen Teams
Crusaders for Christ  1
Team Will  2
Pope’s Favorites  3

Family Teams
Wenske Family  1
Mary’s Team  2
Silvas Family  3

ANNUAL CKB HELD—Twenty-five 
teams competed in the 9th Annual 
Catholic Knowledge Bowl, Sunday, 
February 21, 2016, at the gym of The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory. There 
were 12 adult teams, 10 teen teams, and 
three family teams who participated in 
three rounds of competition.
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KC’S HELPING COMMUNITY 
EFFORTS—The Knights of Co-
lumbus Council #1329 of Victo-
ria, participated in the American 
Wheelchair Mission by donating 
two wheelchairs to Victoria Chris-
tian Assistance Ministry.  Pictured 
from left to right are, Grand Knight 
Donald Shellenbarger, VCAM Di-
rector Susan Whitfield and Brother 
Knight Harvin Suggs.

S H O W E R  F O R 
B A B I E S — C a t h o -
lic Daughters of the 
Americas Court St. 
Ann #369 in Victoria 
had a baby shower 
for the Gabriel Proj-
ect at their February 
monthly  meet ing.  
Pictured, left-right, is 
Kathy Ormsby, regent; 
Barbara Williams with 
Gabriel Project and 
Sandra Genoway, court 
project chairman.

KC ANNUAL 
A W A R D S —
Knight of Co-
lumbus Coun-
cil #9088, Holy 
Family Victoria 
a w a r d s  O t t o 
Bleier, Jr. (left) 
Knight of the 
Year for 2015.  

Family of the Year 2015 was awarded to Eddie and Janet Huse. Both awards 
were presented by Harvey Kocian, grand knight.

CDA MEMBERS RECOG-
NIZED—Catholic Daugh-
ters of the Americas Court 
Our Lady of the Gulf #2267, 
Port Lavaca, recognized the 
ladies chosen for each quar-
ter of 2015.  Pictured, left to 
right, is Margaret Hilscher, 
regent, Margaret Yanta, 
daughter of the first quarter; Dolores Miller, daughter of the second quarter and 
daughter of the year; Grace Gonzalez, daughter of the third quarter; and Rose 
Marie Knobles, daughter of the fourth quarter.  

KJT SUPPORTS 
CHARITIES—KJT 
Society #34 Don 
Naiser, president, 
presents a check for 
$1,000 to Rev. Joseph 
Vrana, pastor of St. 
Mary’s Church of 
Nada, at a recent 
meeting.  The con-
tribution is designated for the parish’s New Hall Fund.  Also pictured (l to r) is
Kelly Korenek, treasurer; Margaret Holik, director of District VII; and Sean 
Korenek,vice-president.  Also, at that meeting Don Naiser presented a check for 
$1,375 to Margaret Holik which will benefit the Diocese of Victoria  Seminarian 
Education Fund and Priests Retirement Fund.  The society raised the money from 
their Harvest Season Dinner Fundraiser which is to benefit the KJT State Charities.  

VALENTINE ROYALTY–The Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court 
St. Joseph, Protector of Mary #2475 from St. Joseph Church in Inez, held 
a Valentine luncheon for the single senior citizens of the parish on Valen-
tine’s Day.  Seated in the center, with crowns on, are the king and queen, 
Bessie Repka and Charles Nelson, Sr.

In Memory of Jerome Kutach
Jerome M. Kutach, a retired architect 

and long time resident of Houston, Texas 
died on February 21, 2016, 
at the age of 81. Jerome was 
born September 13, 1934, in 
Hallettsville, Texas. He was 
a graduate of the University 
of Texas with a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree. His 
military service included 
seven years in the Army National Guard.

Jerome was associated with Herman 
Lloyd Architects and DiStefano & Assoc. 

before beginning his own architectural firm 
in 1980. His special interest was the design 
of churches and related buildings for the 
Catholic dioceses in central and southeast 
Texas, such as the Chancery Office for the 
Diocese of Victoria, Holy Family and Our 
Lady of Sorrows Church in Victoria. 

He will be remembered for his jovial 
personality, engaging smile and sense of 
humor, in spite of many illnesses and hos-
pital treatments during the past ten years.

Jerome was married to Nancy Holland 
Kutach, for 42 years. He is also survived 
by his sister Bernice Krueger of Victoria; 
his sister in law Ann Kutach of Ft. Worth; 
and brother in law James Holland and wife 
Olivia. He was predeceased by his parents 
Michael and Mary Rybak Kutach, his 
brother Dr. Casper Kutach, and brother in 
law Donald Krueger.

Interment was at Houston National 
Cemetery.

Bibles, Books, Rosaries, Medals   
Statues, Baptism & Wedding Items

Inspirational Gifts 

Christian Store
(979) 543-2850

Heavenly Helpers

M-F 9:30 - 5:30    Sat. 9:30 - 3:00

Chase Goodman 
is in Theology I at 
Pontifical College 
Josephinum in Co-
lumbus, Ohio.  His 
birthday is March 
22.  Write to Chase 
at:  7625 N. High 
St., Columbus, OH 
43235.

James Dvorak is in 
Theology I  at St. 
Mary’s Seminary 
in Houston.  His 
birthday is March 
24.  Write to James 
at:  9845 Memorial 
Dr., Houston, TX 
77024.
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ASH WEDNESDAY CELEBRATED—San Roberto Belarmino was truly blessed 
with a visit from Bishop Brendan Cahill of the Diocese of Victoria, he celebrated 
Mass on Ash Wednesday at the parish. Participating in the Mass were the officers 
from the Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court San Roberto Bellarmine #2275 
and the 4th Degree Knights.  Pictured above are Becky Estrada, secretary, Elma 
Escobar, vice regent, Monsignor Lawrence Matula, pastor of San Roberto Belar-
mino; Bishop Cahill, Terri Beltran, Texas state treasurer and local court regent 
and Hector Gutierrez, Faithful Comptroller -  Assembly Corp Commander for 
the Knights of Columbus #1131.

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN PSIA–
On February 13, Catholic schools Dis-
trict 7AA came together at the Our 
Lady of Victory School campus in 
Victoria to compete in Ready Writing 
Numbers Sense, On-Site Drawing and 
other subjects.  The first place winners 
advance to the Academic State Meet 
for “AA” 
w h i c h 
w i l l  b e 
h e l d  a t 
T e x a s 
Christian 
Universi-
ty in Fort 
Worth on 
April 30, 
2016. 

2016 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS—The Office of Catholic Schools 
hosted the Distinguished Alumni Award Ceremony on February 9, at the Hilton 
Garden in Victoria.  Those honored are seated, left-right, Diane Hirsh, Shiner 
Catholic School, Shiner; Diane Bard, St. Philip School, El Campo; Mrs. Caroline 
Grohmann for her late husband Wilbur Grohmann, Jr., St. Michael School, Wei-
mar; Mary Magdelane “Maggie” Jahn, St. Joseph School, Yoakum; Jack Klesel, 
St. Rose of Lima School, Schulenburg; Bob Tait, St. Anthony School, Columbus; 
standing, left-right, Joseph Morris, Sr., St. Joseph High School, Victoria; David 
Smolik, Sacred Heart School, Hallettsville, Paul Polasek, Our Lady of Victory 
School, Victoria; Dr. Shane Morris, Nazareth Academy, Victoria; Mark Bricker, 
Holy Cross School, Bay City; and Gerard Gonzales, St. Michael School, Cuero. 

A WARM WELCOME—Father Barnabas Kyeah, parochial vicar at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Hallettsville, getting handshakes from young students from Sacred 
Heart School.

A STEP CLOSER—The Rite of Election was held, Sunday, February 14, 
2016 (the first Sunday of Lent) at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory in 
Victoria. This rite is the second major ritual of the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA), which closes the Period of the Catechumenate. There 72 
Catechumens (those who will be receiving Baptism, Confirmation, and Eu-
charist at the Easter Vigil) and 79 Candidates (those who have been baptized 
in another Christian faith, being received fully into the Catholic Church) from 
19 parishes in the Diocese of Victoria participated in the Rite.

A BIG THANK YOU—A sincere 
thank you to the 37 volunteers who 
came to help with the Diocesan Ser-
vices Appeal mail out.  This group of 
volunteers has worked tirelessly year 
after year, with some coming faithfully 
for the past 20 years.  Approximately 
22,000 pledge cards and letters were 
sent to parishioners throughout the 
Diocese of Victoria.  



DIOCESE The Catholic Lighthouse
Page 9 — March 2016

Bay City
Mike Allison
(979) 479-1370

East Bernard
Albert Smaistrla
(979) 335-4473

El Campo
Calvin Pfeil 
(979) 543-7385

El Campo
Dianne Shimek Cerny
(979) 541-6346

Hallettsville
Charles Leopold
(361) 798-4311

Schulenburg
Royce Shimek
(979) 743-4313

Retiring soon? Changing jobs? 
Want a better return on your IRA?

We’re the 401(k) & 
IRA Rollover Specialists

**Includes current yield + 1.35% first year additional interest 

3.40%
APY

General Agent
Case Hollub
(979) 725-1111

Hallettsville
Wendy Janak 
(361) 798-4311

El Campo
Chris Merta
(979) 543-1059

Columbus
Dewayne Kotrla
(979) 733-4349

Cuero
Rich Carbonara
(361) 277-9800

*

Securing Families’ Lives Since 1901
Interest rates are subject to change. Minimum guaranteed rate is 1.50%.Home Office: San Antonio, Texas. #ASU 1.16

Weimar
Karen Kutac
(979) 725-8919
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the growth in the number of individuals 
using the center and the condition of the 
buildings, the diocese hired Heimsath 
Architects to help develop a Master Plan 
for the repair and expansion of the SRC. 

A group of approximately 30 individu-
als representing the various ministries of 
the diocese met on a Saturday with the lead 
architect, Ben Heimsath, to collaborate 
on a new vision for the SRC.  It was very 
important to preserve as much of the origi-
nal design as possible.  After an all-day 
meeting, the group reached a consensus of 
the redesign of the SRC including ameni-
ties that needed to be added.  The most 
pressing need was the reconstruction of 
the chapel and the construction of a new 
multi-purpose building.  In addition to the 
two buildings the group expressed a need 
for the following amenities: future sleep-
ing quarters, a grotto, outdoor Stations of 
the Cross, a pavilion for use by the youth 
and for others during inclement weather, 
adequate parking, new sidewalks, and a 
Marian trail (where one prays the rosary 
as he/she reflects on the mysteries of the 
rosary). 

 Once the Master Plan was developed 
and the projects identified and prioritized, 
a design phase began using the services 

of Heimsath Architects.   Additionally, a 
capital campaign was planned to fund the 
construction of Phase I and other needs 
identified by Bishop Fellhauer.  Through 
the efforts of a dedicated chancery staff 
and a fund raising consultant, the diocese 
raised approximately $12,000,000 from 
the “Reflection of Faith” campaign.  With 
$6,000,000 dedicated to the SRC, con-
struction began on the new multi-purpose 
building and the reconstruction of the 
chapel.  Both projects were completed 
in 2009 and the diocese now has Hermes 
Hall which can accommodate large group 
meetings and Incarnate Word Chapel.  In 
2011, a new dorm was constructed with 
16 rooms sleeping a total of 48 people.  
The new dorm has yet to be named.  The 
diocese is hoping to find a donor who will 
contribute $225,000 towards the cost of 
the building for the right to name the dorm 
in honor of or in memory of a family or 
individual.   There are plans for two more 
dorms that will mirror the one already 
built.  In time, most of the log cabins 
will be razed due to the damage done by 
the wood rot and termites.  In addition to 
naming the building, individual sleeping 
rooms may be dedicated in honor of or 
in memory of a family or individual for 

a donation of $10,000.  To date, only one 
room has been reserved.

This year, through a bequest and the 
proceeds raised through the Bishop David 
Fellhuaer Invitational Golf Tournament, a 
new pavilion will be built behind the old 
Emmaus dining hall.  The golf tournament, 
hosted by Knights of Columbus Council 
#9088, is held annually.  The proceeds 
from the tournament go to support the 
education of seminarians and the youth 
and seminarian/vocation offices.

To date, the facility has been used 
by thousands of persons of all religions.  
Some more recent groups that have spent 
time at the SRC include St. Thomas 
University, ACTS Retreat groups, priest 
retreats, youth groups from the Diocese 
of Victoria, the Chancery Staff  and oth-
ers.  Bishop Cahill came to the SRC as a 
seminarian never thinking he would be the 
bishop of the exact same diocese!

On a day-to-day basis Deacon Joe 
Duplán, Director of the SRC, oversees the 
grounds and works with the employees of 
the SRC. He books events, participates in 
some events and works to constantly im-
prove the SRC.  Deacon Joe shares, “The 
Center is an oasis away from everything 
where you can work on your spiritual life 
and come together with nature.”  Deacon 
Joe is also a master electrician which has 
been of great benefit to the operation of 
the SRC.      

 The desire of the Diocese of Victoria 
and all who have experienced the beauty 
and peacefulness of the SRC is for as many 
others as possible to experience the same. 

 To make a reservation or book a retreat 
at the Spiritual Renewal Center call (361) 
572-0836 or visit victoriadiocese.org.  If 
you are interested in naming a room or 
the new dormitory, contact Mike Brown 
at (361) 573-0828.

~ The Spiritual Renewal Center ~ 
Its Early Roots And Now

Continued from pg. 1

The drawing above depicts the homestead of Grandma Amador as a child grow-
ing up with her parents and siblings in the late 1800’s to early 1900’s.  Connie 
Amador, Julia’s mother, drew the sketch from stories Grandma Amador would 
tell.

Picture above is from the 
early years as the Spiritual 
Renewal Center was just 
being built.  Top left, the 
reconstructed Chapel; bot-
tom left, new building; top 
right, inside the Chapel; and 
bottom right, Hermes Hall.
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Sunday Readings from March 6 - April 10

For daily and Sunday readings, as well 
as a daily reflection video, visit 

www.usccb.org/bible/readings.   
Brought to you by: Catholic 

Communications Campaign

Pregnant?  
Need 
Help?

Confidential and caring assistance available for 
the following needs:
• emotional • material • spiritual • educational •
Providing immediate and practical help.  
We have a special concern for you and your 
unborn child.

          Gabriel Project
Toll Free 1-866-MARY AID

               1-866-627-9243

March 6 - Fourth Sunday of Lent
Joshua 5:9A, 10-12

 Psalms 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7
2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

March 13 - Fifth Sunday of Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21

Psalms 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6
Philippians 3:8-14

John 8:1-11

March 20 - Palm Sunday of the 
Lord’s Passion

Luke 19:28-40 (Procession with Palms)
Isaiah 50:4-7

Psalms 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
Philippians 2:6-11

Luke 22:14—23:56

March 22- Chrism Mass 
(Diocese of Victoria)

Isaiah 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9
Psalms 89:21-22, 25 and 27

Revelation 1:5-8
Luke 4:16-21

March 24 - Evening Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper

Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14
Psalms 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-5

March 25 - Good Friday 
of the Lord’s Passion
Isaiah 52:13—53:12

Psalms 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

John 18:1—19:42

March 26 - Holy Saturday at the Easter 
Vigil in the Holy Night of Easter
Genesis 1:1—2:2 (1st reading)

Psalms 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35
Genesis 22:1-18 (2nd reading)

Psalms 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11
Exodus 14:15—15:1 (3rd reading)

Exodus 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18
Isaiah 54:5-14 (4th reading)

Psalms 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13
Isaiah 55:1-11 (5th reading)

Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6
Baruch 3:9-15, 32-4:4 (6th reading)

Psalms 19:8, 9, 10, 11
Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28 (7th reading)

Psalms 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4
Romans 6:3-11 (Epistle)

Psalms 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
Luke 24:1-12 (Gospel)

March 27 - The Resurrection of the 
Lord the Mass of Easter Day

Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Psalms 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23

Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-9

April 3 - Sunday of Divine Mercy
Acts 5:12-16

Psalms 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24
Revelation 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19

John 20:19-31

April 10 - Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41

Psalms 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13
Revelation 5:11-14

John 21:1-19

The CREIGTON MODEL Fertil-
ity Care System (CrMS) featuring NaPro 
TECHNOLOGY™ is a system designed 
for women to learn how to monitor, main-
tain and evaluate their procreative and 
gynecologic health for their entire repro-
ductive life based on observations of their 
own biological markers.  Couples will learn 
how to use the system as a shared system of 
family planning for avoiding or achieving 
pregnancies.  The method effectiveness 
for couples intending to avoid a pregnancy 
with normal fertility is 99.5% and achieving 
a pregnancy 98% within 6 cycles.  Woman 
who experience problems in the area of 
female health (e.g. PMS, painful periods, 
irregular cycles etc) can also learn to chart 
and receive natural treatments by local 

Natural Family Classes Offered
gynecologists trained in this method.   

In addition, the system is designed to 
help couples with infertility.  Effectiveness 
studies showed that couples with infertility 
using just the CrMS alone, 20-40% were 
able to achieve a pregnancy while couples 
using the system and being provided with 
medical treatment by a CrMS trained 
physician up to 80% were able to achieve 
a pregnancy.

A introduction session will be Satur-
day, April 23, at 1:30 p.m. at Holy Family 
Church CCD building room number one, 
2011 Briar Lane in Wharton.  The cost is 
$35/ individual or couple

Any questions or to register please e-
mail Susanne Koch at susannekoch614@
gmail.com or call (979) 488-4528.

FLATONIA—Greetings to All. Please 
mark your calendars. We invite you to join 
us at our Jubilee Year of Mercy Holy Door 
Spiritual Journey to be held on March 19, 
at 10:00 a.m. at Raphael’s Refuge in Flato-
nia. Bishop David Fellhauer will celebrate 
the Eucharist for the life advocates on 
that day. He will also bless a new Roman 
Missal being donated to Raphael’s Refuge 
by Gabriel Project. For more information 
on Raphael’s Refuge visit their website 
at www.raphaelsrefuge.org.  For more 
information on the Pilgrimage contact 
Barbara McCain Williams at (361) 649-
1612 or Cathy Rojas at (361) 484-6177. 

Year of Mercy 
Spiritual Journey

334 Jurek Road
Port Lavaca, TX 77979

(361) 552.2695 or (361) 920.3216
email:  zkmnt@tisd.net

www.pathwayswithpatti.com

Alaska out of Seattle
July 30 - August 6

Canadian Fall Foliage 
includes Niagara Falls

September 21-October 1

NCL Cruise out of Venice
June 10-18

Grand Canyon & Red Rocks
May 2-11 ~ 4 Seats Available

Vicki Pyatt
New faces around the Chancery Office include Brunilda 
Ortiz, Administrative Assistant-Office of Catechetical Min-
istry; Sister Marian Sturm, Assistant Director-Pastoral In-
stitute; Brenda Martinez, Administrative Assistant-Pastoral 
Institute; and Angela Martinez, front desk receptionist.

Safe Environment Adds Associate Director To Staff
The Diocese of Victoria welcomes 

Vicki Pyatt as the new Associate Director 
of the Office of Safe Environment.  She 
has been a member of Our Lady of Victory 
Parish all of her life.  She attended school 
there, and now serves as an Extraordinary 
Minister as well as Co-Chairperson for 
the Fall Festival.  She and her husband, 
Ned have been blessed with two children; 
Jacob who attends Our Lady of Victory 
School and Jordan who attends St. Joseph 
High School.  Vicki shares, “I am most 
privileged to be working for the Catholic 
Diocese of Victoria!

Vicki was called at an early age to a 
career as a Social Worker and she enjoys 
serving others.  She earned a Bachelor 
Degree in Social Work from Southwest 
Texas State University (now Texas State) 
and her Masters in Social Work from the 
University of Texas at Austin.  Vicki’s 
studies have included Child Welfare 
and Direct Practice with Children and 
Families.  Her career began with the Texas 
Department of Protective and Regulatory 

Services where she served as a specialized 
investigator with Child Protective Services 
for five years.  The rest of her Social Work 
career has been working in the medical 
field; acute/rehab hospital care, home 
health, and hospice. 
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Hermanos y Hermanas,
San Juan Pablo II hizo una peregri-

nación a Fátima, Portugal, el 13 de mayo 
de 2000. Durante el gran jubileo al co-
mienzo del nuevo milenio, el Papa Santo 
deseó ofrecer gracias a Nuestra Señora 
para muchas gracias especiales.  Ese día 
él predicó en una Misa, y después de la 
Misa un anuncio fue leído por el Cardenal 
Angelo Sodano, quien en ese momento era 
el Secretario de Estado Vaticano. Las citas 
que voy a mencionar en este artículo se 
pueden encontrar más completa en el sitio 
web Vaticano, busca http://www.vatican.
va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/doc-
uments/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20000626_
message-fatima_sp.html.

El Cardenal Sodano dijo: 
“La visión de Fátima tiene que ver so-

bre todo con la lucha de los sistemas ateos 
contra la Iglesia y los cristianos, y describe 
el inmenso sufrimiento de los testigos de 
la fe del último siglo del segundo milenio. 
Es un interminable Via Crucis dirigido por 
los Papas del Siglo XX…

Después del atentado del 13 de mayo 
de 1981, a Su Santidad le pareció claro que 
había sido ‘una mano materna quien guió 
la trayectoria de la bala’, permitiendo ‘al 
Papa agonizante’ que se detuviera  ‘en el 
umbral de la muerte’.... 

Los sucesivos acontecimiento del 
año 1989 han llevado, tanto en la Unión 
Soviética como en numerosos Países del 
Este, a la caída del régimen comunista que 
propugnaba el ateísmo. También por esto 
el Sumo Pontífice le está agradecido a la 
Virgen desde lo profundo del corazón. Sin 

Obispo Brendan Cahill - “Mi Corazón 
Inmaculado Triunfará”

embargo, en otras partes del mundo los 
ataques contra la Iglesia y los cristianos, 
con la carga de sufrimiento que conllevan, 
desgraciadamente no han cesado. Aunque 
las vicisitudes a las que se refiere la ter-
cera parte del ‘secreto’ de Fátima parecen 
ya pertenecer al 
pasado, la llamada 
de la Virgen a la 
conversión y a la 
penitencia, pro-
nunciada al inicio 
del siglo XX, con-
serva todavía hoy 
una estimulante 
actualidad. ‘La 
Señora del mensa-
je parecía leer con una perspicacia especial 
los signos de los tiempos- los signos de 
nuestro tiempo- ... La invitación insistente 
de María santísima a la penitencia es la 
manifestación de su solicitud materna por 
el destino de la familia humana, necesitada 
de conversión y perdón.’...”

Como parte de nuestra celebración 
diocesana del Jubileo de la Misericordia 
les invito a participar en la Consagración 
a Jesús a través de María en el 99o aniver-
sario de la primera aparición de Fátima.  
La fecha de este aniversario es el viernes 
13 de mayo, dos días antes de la fiesta de 
la Pentecostés. El principal motivo por 
considerar la consagración a Jesús por 
María es de la inspiración de las conv-
ersaciones dadas en Fatima durante ese 
día en 2000. Después de que el Cardenal 
Sodano entregó el anuncio que mencioné 
anteriormente, en ese tiempo-Cardenal 

Ratzinger (ahora Papa Emérito Benedicto 
XVI) ofreció un profundo comentario 
teológico del mensaje de Fátima. En el 
último párrafo de su comentario escribió:

“Quisiera al final volver aún sobre 
otra palabra clave del  ‘secreto’, que con 
razón se ha hecho famosa:  ‘mi Corazón 
Inmaculado triunfará’. ¿Qué quiere decir 
esto? Que el corazón abierto a Dios, pu-
rificado por la contemplación de Dios, es 
más fuerte que los fusiles y que cualquier 
tipo de arma. El fiat de María, la palabra 
de su corazón, ha cambiado la historia del 
mundo, porque ella ha introducido en el 
mundo al Salvador, porque gracias a este 
sí,  Dios pudo hacerse hombre en nuestro 
mundo y así permanece ahora y para siem-
pre. El maligno tiene poder en este mundo, 
lo vemos y lo experimentamos con-
tinuamente; él tiene poder porque nuestra 
libertad se deja alejar continuamente de 
Dios. Pero desde que Dios mismo tiene un 
corazón humano y de ese modo ha dirigido 
la libertad del hombre hacia el bien, hacia 
Dios, la libertad hacia el mal ya no tiene 
la última palabra. Desde aquel momento 
cobran todo su valor las palabras de Jesús: 
‘Padeceréis tribulaciones en el mundo, 

pero tened confianza; yo he vencido al 
mundo’ (Jn 16,33). El mensaje de Fátima 
nos invita a confiar en esta promesa.”

En este Año del Jubileo de la Miseri-
cordia que nuestros corazones sean puri-
ficados por la contemplación de Dios y por 
nuestros actos de penitencia y de caridad 
para la salvación de todo el mundo. En 
esta edición del Faro publicamos una 
oración de San Juan Pablo II que él rezó 
como una Acción de Confianza al Corazón 
Inmaculado de María.  También daremos 
la referencia a un libro escrito por St. 
Louis de Montfort – ‘Preparación Para la 
Consagración Total’ – que provee un guía 
espiritual durante 33 días para prepararse 
para esta consagración. Para aquellos que 
quieran hacer este viaje spiritual, comen-
zaría el 10 de abril y puede concluir el 
13 de mayo con una sencilla oración por 
nuestra Madre Santísima. El libro estará 
disponsible en la tienda de Incarnate Word 
en Victoria en inglés y en español.

Que Dios les bendiga y proteja a 
ustedes y sus familias en esta temporada 
especial, gracias por su testigo hermosa 
de la fe cada día. Vamos a mantener uno 
al otro en la oración! +Brendan

Oración- Acto de Consagración Por Santo Papa Juan Pablo

 Madre de los hombres y de los pueblos,Tú conoces todos sus sufrimientos y sus 
esperanzas, Tú sientes maternalmente todas las luchas entre el bien y el mal, entre la 
luz y las tinieblas que sacuden al mundo, acoge nuestro grito dirigido en el Espíritu 
Santo directamente a tu Corazón y abraza con el amor de la Madre y de la Esclava del 
Señor a los que más esperan este abrazo, y, al mismo tiempo, a aquellos cuya entrega 
Tú esperas de modo especial. Toma bajo tu protección materna a toda la familia hu-
mana a la que, con todo afecto a ti, Madre, confiamos. Que se acerque para todos el 
tiempo de la paz y de la libertad, el tiempo de la verdad, de la justicia y de la esperanza.

El 18 de Febrero, 2016 perso-
nas viajaron a El Paso, Texas, 
y Ciudad Juárez, México de la 
Diócesis de Victoria para ver 
al Papa Francisco.  Entre los 
miles de personas fueron un 
grupo de Bay City, un grupo 
de Nuestra Señora de Los 
Dolores Iglesia en Victoria y 
Obispo Cahill. Obispo Cahill 
tuvo el privilegio para acom-
pañar a los otros obispos en 
el lado de Texas en el dique 
y servir a los “Invitados del 
VIP”. También visito con 

Católicos de la diócesis de Victoria 
viajan a ver Papa Francisco

una amigo de  la Casa de la 
Anunciación, un refugio en El 
Paso para inmigrantes. Esther 
Trevino, una de las miembras 
del grupo de Bay City, que 
estaba en el Estadio del Sol, 
compartio, “ el momento más 
poderoso para mí, fue cuando 
él nos bendijo”. Estaban pre-
sentes entre 50.000 católicos 
que visitaron El Paso el miér-
coles para el evento “Las dos 
naciones, una sola fe” en 
honor de gira de México de 
papa Francis. 

Obispo Brendan Cahill está 
en la foto con una amiga de 
la familia, Marissa Sieck.  Ella 
trabaja en la Casa de la Anun-
ciación en El Paso, Tejas.

Un grupo de 10 viajaron de Bay City hasta El Paso al Estadio 
del Sol para estar cerca de Papa Francisico cuando visitó la 
frontera de Tejas.
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A BORDO DEL AVIÓN EN DONDE 
VIAJABA EL PAPA DE MÉXICO A ITA-
LIA (CNS)—El Papa Francisco insistió 
en que construír murallas para mantener 
a los inmigrantes fuera del país de uno no 
es cristiano, mientras volaba sobre terri-
torio texano en el avión que lo llevaría de 
regreso a Roma, después de haber salido 
de México.

En su ya acostumbrada rueda de prensa 
durante su vuelo del 17 de febrero, después 
de un viaje de seis días que terminó en la 
coyuntura fronteriza entre México y los 
Estados Unidos, le preguntaron al papa 
su reacción ante la propuesta del precan-
didato presidencial de los Estados Unidos, 
Donald Trump, de extender el muro a lo 
largo de la frontera y lo que pensaba acerca 
de los comentarios hechos en Fox Busi-
ness Network de que el papa Francisco 
es una persona política y que había sido 

El construír murallas para mantener a los 
inmigrantes fuera no es cristiano, dice el papa

V-ENCUENTRO—El Obispo Brendan Cahill ha elegido al Diácono Joe Duplan, 
Director del Centro de Renovación Espiritual, como copresidente y 10 delegados 
para representar a la Diócesis de Victoria como parte de una región X equipo 
del Quinto Encuentro. Los delegados aprenderán el proceso del Encuentro y 
conducirán la ejecución y en la formación del programa en nuestra diócesis y 
entrenarán equipos de la parroquia. El objetivo principal del proceso de Encuen-
tro es discernir el camino del cual Hispanos/Latinos responden como la iglesia.

 Año del Jubileo de la Misericordia
Obras de Misericordia

Obras Corporales
ALIMENTA AL HAMBRIENTO
Hay muchas personas en este mundo que se quedan sin alimentos. Cuando 

gran parte de nuestros alimentos se desperdicia, considerar cómo las buenas 
prácticas de administración de sus propios hábitos alimenticios pueden beneficiar 
a los demás que no tienen los mismos recursos.

DAR DE BEBER AL SEDIENTO
Muchos de nuestros hermanos y hermanas en Cristo no tienen acceso a 

agua potable y sufren de la falta de esta necesidad básica. Debemos apoyar los 
esfuerzos de las personas que trabajan hacia una mayor accesibilidad de este 
recurso esencial.  

ALBERGARÁ LAS PERSONAS SIN HOGAR
Hay muchas circunstancias que podrían conducir a una persona convertirse 

en una persona sin un hogar. Cristo nos anima a ir al encuentro de los que no 
tienen casas, afirmando su valor y ayudarles a que busquen una solución a los 
retos que se enfrentan.

VISITAR A LOS ENFERMOS
Los que están enfermos a menudo se olvidan o evitarse. A pesar de su en-

fermedad, estas personas todavía tienen mucho que ofrecer a aquellos que se 
toman el tiempo para visitar y consolarlos.

VISITAR A LOS PRESOS
La gente en la cárcel siguen siendo personas, hechos a imagen y semejanza 

de Dios. No importa lo que alguien ha hecho, que se merecen la oportunidad 
de escuchar la Palabra de Dios y encontrar la verdad del mensaje de Cristo.

ENTERRAR A LOS MUERTOS
A través de nuestras oraciones y acciones durante estos tiempos mostramos 

nuestro respeto a la vida, que es siempre un don de Dios, y consuelo a los que 
lloran.

DAR LIMOSNA A LOS POBRES
Donar dinero a organizaciones que tienen la capacidad de proporcionar 

soporte y servicios para los necesitados. Hacer la investigación y encontrar 
organizaciones que ponen a las personas en necesidad en primer lugar, en lugar 
de ganancias. 

Obras Espirituales

ACONSEJAR A LA DUDOSA
Todo el mundo tiene momentos de duda en su camino de fe. 

Sin embargo, siempre debemos recordar que Cristo es el Camino, 
la Verdad y la Vida y nos volvemos a lo largo de nuestro camino.

INSTRUIR A LOS IGNORANTES
Obtener información acerca de nuestra fe y estar abierto a hablar 

con otros acerca de nuestras creencias. Siempre hay algo más por 
descubrir acerca de nuestra fe.

AMONESTAR AL PECADOR
No juzgar, pero ser de apoyo en ayudar a otros a encontrar su 

camino y corregir sus errores. Juntos podemos aprender a caminar 
más cerca de Cristo.

CONSOLANDO A LOS AFLIGIDOS
Esté abierto a escuchar y consolar a los que se enfrenta con 

la pena. Incluso si no estamos seguros de las palabras adecuadas 
para decir que nuestra presencia puede hacer una gran diferencia.

LESIONES PERDONAR
Perdonar a los demás es difícil a veces porque no tenemos la 

misericordia y la compasión sin límites de Dios. Pero Jesús nos 
enseña que debemos perdonar como Dios perdona, confiando en 
él para ayudar a mostrar a otros la misericordia de Dios

MALES QUE LLEVAN CON PACIENCIA
No seas amargado por errores cometidos en su contra. Colocar 

su esperanza en Dios para que pueda soportar los problemas de este 
mundo y se enfrentan a ellos con un espíritu compasivo.

REZAR POR LOS VIVOS Y LOS MUERTOS
La oración es una de las maneras más poderosas que podemos 

apoyar a otros. Unirse en oración por los vivos y los muertos nos 
confía en el cuidado de Dios.

utilizado por los mexicanos.
“Aristóteles definió a la persona hu-

mana como ‘animal politicus’ ( animal 
político); de esta manera, por lo menos soy 
una persona humana a los ojos de Trump, 
dijo el papa Francisco.

“En cuanto que si soy o no ‘peón’”, 
dijo el papa, eso se los dejo a ustedes, al 
pueblo, que ellos lo decidan.

Pero una cosa que el papa Francisco 
dijo que bien sabía, era que "una persona 
que piensa solamente en construír mural-
las, en cualquier parte que sea, en lugar de 
construír puentes, no es cristiana".

Y cuando le preguntaron si un católico 
podría votar a favor de un tal candidato en 
buena conciencia, el papa les respondió a 
los periodistas: “No me voy a mezclar en 
eso. Yo solamente digo que tal hombre 
no es cristiano si dice eso” de construír 
murallas.
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HEAD OF SCHOOL
St. Pius X High School is seeking a Head of School to begin June 1, 2016. 

Founded in 1956 and sponsored by the Dominican Sisters of Houston, St. Pius X 
is a secondary co-educational high school located in north Houston enrolling ap-
proximately 700 students.  

For qualifications, position description, application and other pertinent informa-
tion, go to www.stpiusx.org/employment

By Lou Baldwin 
Catholic News Service

PHILADELPHIA (CNS) — “Two 
Irishmen and a nun entered a bar...” What’s 
the punchline?

There isn’t one because this is no joke, 
but rather a new Catholic outreach effort 
of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia that has 
taken firm root in a former bar in a tough 
section of the city.

The two Irishmen are Father Joseph 
Devlin, former pastor of St. Bridget Parish 
in Philadelphia, and Father William Mur-
phy, former pastor of Assumption BVM 
Parish in West Grove, and the nun is Sister 
Ann Raymond Welte, an Immaculate Heart 
of Mary sister, who is former director of 
Temple University’s Newman Center.

The onetime bar is now Mother of 
Mercy House, which opened last July as 
a place of worship and social ministry. It’s 
a haven of hope in a neighborhood where 
hope has been in short supply for years, al-
though there are slight hints of a comeback.

It all started when nearby Ascension of 
Our Lord Parish closed in 2012, and Arch-
bishop Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia 
asked his priests for ideas on what could 
be done to keep a Catholic presence in the 
Kensington neighborhood, and Fathers 
Devlin and Murphy both independently 
volunteered to be missioned there.

“It has met expectations,” said Father 
Devlin, after a small community Mass in 
late January. “I’m more and more con-
vinced an obvious presence of the church is 
needed in the neighborhood and the people 
are very happy and receptive. They say, 
‘Wow, the church is back.’

“They know they can come and receive 
help. We offer Mass and prayer to people 
who have not the ability to go to Mass and 
they can seek spiritual help from a priest.”

Two priests, nun bring mission of 
mercy to Philly neighborhood

Although Mass is celebrated most 
weekdays for a small knot of people, 
Mother of Mercy is not a parish, and both 
priests have weekend ministry in suburban 
parishes.

By doing this, they are not taking 
parishioners away from nearby parishes 
and they have the opportunity to increase 
awareness and involve others in their inner-
city spiritual and social ministry.

“We are at the heart of the neighborhood 
and we are working with the neighbors,” 
Father Murphy told CatholicPhilly.com, 
the news website of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia. “It is very exciting.”

His former parish had a coat drive 
that enabled him to distribute 200 coats 
to people in Kensington. Also, Mother of 
Mercy distributes donated foods to people 
who come often before or after Mass.

Because substance abuse is endemic in 
the neighborhood, an Alcoholics Anony-
mous program is up and running with a 
Narcotics Anonymous program ready to 
start.

“We welcome anyone who is addicted 
to come to the meetings that are held right 
here,” Father Murphy said, adding they 
also work to get people with addictions into 
available treatment programs.

An evening prayer group has already 
been started, but another outreach, the 
offering of Masses in private homes, had 
to be dropped because in the psychology 
of the neighborhood people are unwilling 
to welcome others they do not know well 
into their homes.

Sister Ann Raymond, who knew both 
Father Devlin and Father Murphy well, was 
invited to join the team, which she did with 
the hearty approval of her congregation.

For her the first theme is to help the 
people spiritually because they have a 

spiritual hunger and secondly to assist them 
with their other needs.

As a woman, she feels she complements 
what Fathers Devlin and Murphy can do.

“God made me a female, he wouldn’t 
make me a female if he didn’t have a 
reason,” she said. “I think each (male and 
female) has its own presence and personal-
ity. I think the male presence is necessary 
and the female presence is necessary too, 
it brings something different.”

Mother of Mercy isn’t a ministry 
exclusively for religious. Dr. Frank Mc-
Nesby, a pediatrician at St. Christopher’s 
Hospital who attended the Mass and is an 
active member of the Philadelphia Guild 
of the Catholic Medical Association, said 
the association is actively exploring ways 
to engage in some form of outreach in 
Kensington.

“The goal is to treat the body to get to 
the soul,” he said. “Our first mission is the 
corporal works of mercy, and we hope to 
engage the needy population to bring them 
in and then we can embrace whatever their 
faith needs are.”

“I heard about this at the Catholic 

Worker house,” said Geoff Gusoff, a third-
year medical student at the University of 
Pennsylvania. “I don’t know how, but I 
want to connect, to help the community, to 
meet the neighbors.”

Some of those neighbors are also inter-
ested in Mother of Mercy House.

George, who was relaxing on a nearby 
stoop, said, “They are not bad neighbors, I 
go to St. Francis Inn, too.”

Benny, another neighbor, said, “They 
gave me clothes for myself and my kids 
too. Drugs are out of hand here and I love 
these people for what they teach.”

Father Devlin agrees there is a great 
deal of drugs and violence in the neighbor-
hood, but in spite of that, “there are friendly 
people here with a strong sense of com-
munity. There are wonderful families who 
work hard, try to take care of their children 
and try to take care of each other.”

 - - -
Baldwin writes for CatholicPhilly.com, 

the news website of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia.

ST. ANTHONY RELICS IN 
HOUSTON — Father Lawrence 
Jozwiak elevates a reliquary with a 
relic of St. Anthony of Padua before 
the congregation at the Co-Cathe-
dral of the Sacred Heart in Houston 
Feb. 19. (CNS photo/James Ramos, 
Texas Catholic Herald)
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Conferences • Masses • Retreats and more

El Campo–Lenten Mission, “Come Encounter Jesus” 
Mar. 7-9 with Father Baise, C.P. at St. Philip Church 
(304 W. Church) at 7:00 p.m. each evening and a morn-
ing mission after the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Mar. 7 and 8.  
All are welcome.  For more information, contact Patricia 
Hoelscher at pat623@icloud.com.

Victoria– God’s Plan of Salvation: Jesus in His Passion, 
Death & Resurrection Weekend Retreat directed by 
Dr. Michael Fonseca: Mar. 11-13. Begins at 5:00 p.m. 
Friday, ends at 3:00 p.m. Sunday. Spiritual Renewal 
Center, 718 Gussie Schmidt Rd. (77905). Cost of the 
retreat is $165 p/p. Register to reserve your space at 
www.godsembrace.org or by calling (979) 561-8883.

El Campo–Christian Music artist David Kauffman will give a 
concert on Saturday, Mar. 19, at 7:00 p.m., St. Philip Church, 
304 W. Church St. (77437).  All are welcome to this free 
concert. His songs include: Behold, Be Still, I Am a God 
Nearby, Be with Me Lord. There will be “Love Offering” 
taken up during the concert. 

Schulenburg–The Mass Seminar directed by Dr. Michael 
Fonseca: Saturday, Mar. 19, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at 
God’s Embrace Little Chapel of St. Mary, 1601 High 
Hill Rd. Cost of the seminar is $25 p/p, seating is 
limited to 40. Register to reserve your space at www.
godsembrace.org (includes seminar materials) or by 
calling (979) 561-8883. Pot Luck lunch - bring your 
favorite dish to share or choose to dine out. 

Schulenburg–Catholic Family Life Seminar directed by 
Dr. Michael Fonseca: Saturday,  April 2, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m. at God’s Embrace Little Chapel of St. Mary, 1601 
High Hill Rd. Cost of the seminar is $25 p/p, seating is 
limited to 40. Register to reserve your space at www.
godsembrace.org (includes seminar materials) or by 
calling (979) 561-8883. Pot Luck lunch - bring your 
favorite dish to share or choose to dine out.

Victoria– Spirit Wind Ministry, weekend retreat led by 
lecturer, columnist, and author Father Ronald Rolheiser 
April 8-10, at Spiritual Renewal Center.  Theme:  Living 
the Ups and Downs of Our Faith:  Dark Nights and 
Doubt, a Failure of Faith or a Failure of Imagination?  
The retreat cost is $220 p/p. Partial grants are available 
should finances be a problem.  This retreat is open to 
men, women and couples.  For more information contact 
Susan Oakley at (361) 576-1515/(361) 649-6391 or 
email:  smoak53@msn.com.

Schulenburg– Contemplative Prayer: The Cloud of 
Unknowing Seminar directed by Dr. Michael Fonseca: 
Saturday, April 30, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. God’s Embrace 
Little Chapel of St. Mary, 1601 High Hill Rd. Cost of the 
seminar is $25 p/p, seating is limited to 40. Register to 
reserve your space at www.godsembrace.org (includes 
seminar materials) or by calling (979) 561-8883. Pot 
Luck lunch - bring your favorite dish to share or choose 
to dine out.

Ministries • Ongoing Activities
Catholic Family Services–To find Catholic organizations 

which focus on family, visit the Catholic Association 
of Catholic Family Life Ministers at www.nacflm.org.

Courage–Ministers to persons with same-sex attractions and 
their loved ones. The ministry also has an outreach, En-
Courage, which ministers to relatives, spouses, and friends 
of persons with same-sex attractions. It is a Roman Catho-
lic Apostolate endorsed by the Pontifical Council for the 
Family. For more information, visit www.couragerc.net.

Engaged Encounter–April 29-May 1, June 3-5, Sept. 
16-18, Nov. 4-6. Registrations are on a first come, first 
serve basis. Fee must accompany registration form. For 
more information, call (361) 573-0828 ext. 2230 or visit 
www.victoriadiocese.org. 

Gabriel Project–Helps women experiencing a crisis 
pregnancy- an alternative to abortion. Meetings are the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at 101 W. Convent. 
Light supper included. For angel workshop/training dates, 
contact Barbara at (361) 649-1612 or barbaramccain85@
yahoo.com. Holy Family, Wharton, meetings are the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.; Sts. Peter and Paul, 
Meyersville, meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of each month 
at 6:00 p.m. For more information, call (979) 532-3593, 
M-F, 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Grief Ministry–Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Thursday 
of each month at 7:00 p.m. in conference/brides’ room 
at Holy Family Church, Victoria. Before attending, call 
Sharon at (361) 578-7572.

Hospice of South Texas–Volunteer to provide continuity 
of inpatient care, home care, and bereavement services. 
Free grief support group meetings are the 2nd Monday 
of each month at 10:00 a.m. in Victoria and the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in Hallettsville. 
For more information, call 1(800) 874–6908, (361) 
572-4300, or visit www.hospiceofsouthtexas.org.

Incarnate Word Prayer Group–Praise and worship on 
Mondays 7:30-9:00 p.m. in the Auditorium at Incarnate 
Word Convent, 1101 N.E. Water Street. For more 
information, contact Sr. Louise Marie Jones at (361) 575-
7111 or amormeus@yahoo.com.   

Natural Family Planning–NFP is the only church-ap-
proved form of family planning. To learn about the NFP 
class schedules in the Victoria area, contact David and 
Annie Coffey at victorianfpteachers@yahoo.com. For the 
CREIGTON MODEL Fertility Care System (CrMS) fea-
turing NaPro TECHNOLOGY™ contact Susanne Koch 
in Wharton at (505) 710-0903 or susannekoch614@gmail.
com.  See pg. 11 for information on upcoming classes.

Raphael’s Refuge–RR’s mission is to build and maintain 
a memorial in honor of babies, born and unborn. It is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization located in Flatonia. 
Peer counseling and spiritual direction are available 
for those suffering a loss of a baby due to miscarriage, 
stillbirth, infant death, or abortion. For more information, 
contact Midge Elam at (361) 865-3021, (361) 258-1514, 
or visit www.raphaelsrefuge.org.

Retrouvaille–Retrouvaille, meaning rediscovery, is a 
marriage-healing ministry offered in the diocese to 
couples in difficult marriages. Contact John and Jennifer 
Vincent at jbvjov@sbcglobal.net or (361) 580-2770; call 

(800) 470-2230; or visit www.helpourmarriage.org or 
www.retrouvaille.org. 

St. Francis and St. Clare Fraternity/Secular Franciscans–
For dates, contact Mary Ann LeBlanc at (361) 575-1858 
or visit www.lostrescompaneros-sfo.org.

AMOR MEUS SPIRITUALITY CENTER
1101 NE Water St, Victoria, TX 77901

(361) 575-7111 • email – amormeus@yahoo.com
www.amormeusspiritualitycenter.org

SOLEMN LENTEN VESPERS:  Sundays:  March 6, 13, 
and 20; Time:  5:00 - 5:45 p.m.  The Liturgical Evening 
Prayer of the Church prayed with people of all faith 
traditions, Incarnate Word Convent Chapel.

Tip to Help 
Your Prayer Life

Don’t Wait To Start – Procrastination is the enemy of prayer. 
If you feel called to pray, don’t ever put it off.

Meals • Picnics and more

April

March

Hillje–St. Procopius Spring Festival Mar. 6 at the parish 
hall.  Beginning at 11:00 a.m. fried-chicken dinner with  
plates-to-go or dine-in at $9 p/p.  There will also be a 
bake sale in the hall.

Wharton–Holy Family Church (2009 Briar Lane) Lenten 
Fish Fry each Friday through Mar. 18 serving 5:30- 7:00 
p.m.  Dine-inside for all you can eat! Drive-thru avail-
able.  All adults $10 p/p, children 6-10 year olds are $5 
p/p and 0-5 year olds eat free.  All proceeds benefit Holy 
Family Building Fund.

Blessing–Knights of Columbus Council #4307, Lenten Fish 
Fry, auction and raffle Mar. 13 at the St. Peter’s Parish 
Hall.  Fried catfish dinner served from 10:30 a.m.-1:00 
p.m.; $10 p/p (desserts and tea/coffee included).  The 
auction and raffle will be held during the event.  Proceeds 
benefit KC scholarships and charities.

Inez–St. Joseph CDA Games Party, Mar. 13, from 1:00-5:00 
p.m. at Parish Hall.  Donation of $8 p/p. Door prizes, 
raffle, chicken spaghetti dinner will be served. RSVP by 
calling Kathy Prukop (361) 575-3559; Donna DeBault 
(361) 935-3890; or Karen Franz (361) 573-9029/(361) 
550-5183. 

New Taiton–St. John’s Altar Society chicken dinner and 
spring festival Mar. 13 at Taiton Community Center.  A 
fried-chicken, homemade dressing dinner beginning at 
11:00 a.m. for dine-in or plates-to-go at $9 p/p.  There 
will also be a country store, games and auction.

Schulenburg–St. Rose of Lima Spring Festival Mar. 13, 
at the KC Hall.  A turkey dinner served from 10:30 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. at $9 p/p for dine-in or drive-thru for adults 
with $4 p/p for children, dine-in only.  Auction at 11:30 
a.m.,  games, music and more benefiting St. Rose of Lima 
Church and School. 

Schulenburg–Sausagefest April 2.  See ad on pg. 14.
Victoria– Our Lady of Sorrows Guadalupana Society annual Tea 

Party.  Theme: Mardi Gras Tea in the French Quarters, Apr. 2, 
Trinity Hall, 1:00-4:30 pm.  Vendors wine tasting, silent auction, 
best table decor prize and hat prize; finger foods; $20 p/p or 
table of 8 for $160 (15yrs. and older).  Semi formal dress.  For 
more information contact: Minnie at (361) 550-7217;  Mary 
Margaret at (361) 648-2939; or  Mary at (361) 571-4980.

Victoria–KJZT Society #101 bake sale Apr. 16-17 after all 
Masses at Holy Family.  Benefits the Food Bank.

Blessing–Catholic Daughters Court #2546 of St. Peter’s 
Church will have a chicken spaghetti meal (chicken 
spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, and dessert), Apr. 17, at St 
Peter’s Parish Hall.  Serving begins at 10:30 a.m. until 
sold out.  Plates are $8 p/p (dine-in or to-go).  Benefits 
the Catholic Daughter scholarships and charities.

Victoria–KC Golf Tournament April 22. See pg. 6.
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HOUSTON–Fifteen seminarians, from 
St. Mary’s Seminary, received the ministry 
of Lector from Bishop Brendan Cahill 
(former rector for the seminary) on Feb-
ruary 21. This is the first of several steps 
before ordination to priesthood so it was 
a significant day for them, their families, 
their dioceses, and the entire seminary.

The rite takes place within the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist, just after the procla-
mation of the Gospel.  Then their names 
were announced, they said, “Present,” and 
came forward.  Bishop Cahill preached 
exhorting them to follow the Light, Jesus 
Christ.  Then after praying for them, he 
presented the Scriptures to them one-by-
one as they knelt before him.  

The Mass continued so that the new 
lectors received the “Word made flesh” 
in the Eucharist for the first time as lec-
tors who are charged with proclaiming 
the Word in the midst of God’s people.  
At the end Father Trung Nguyen, rector, 
thanked all those involved, especially the 
family and friends who have supported 
these men during their vocational journey.  
It was a joyous and beautiful celebration.  
St. Mary’s Seminary is blessed to work 
with these good men, disciples of Jesus 
preparing to be Shepherds after the Heart 
of Jesus for their dioceses.

Information from St. Mary’s Seminary 
website.  To view more pictures go to www.
smseminary.org/news/ministry-of-lector.

Bishop Brendan 
Cahill presents 
James Dvorak, 
seminarian for the 
Diocese of Victo-
ria, the Scriptures.  
By saying these 
words :   Take 
this book of Holy 
Scripture and be 
faithful in hand-
ing on the word 
of God, so that it 
may grow strong 
in the hearts of 
His people.

Seminarians take next step towards priesthood

The Catholic Lighthouse asked par-
ishes to submit couples names that were 
married the longest.  This was in conjunc-
tion with World Marriage Day, February 
14 this year.

Edward and Merlene Jurek, members 
of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Flato-
nia, were married on June 17, 1944, at the 
Ellington Field Chapel in Houston, Texas.  
Edward Jurek was in the Air Force at the 
time.  They are the oldest married couple 
in the Diocese of Victoria and they will 
celebrate their 72nd Wedding Anniversary 
on June 17, 2016.  

Merlene (Guidry) Jurek was born in 
Tucson, Arizona on January 16, 1925, 
and just celebrated her 91st birthday.  Her 
parents were Ovey and Effie Guidry of 
Tucson.

Edward Jurek (most people refer to 
him as Ed) was born in Moulton, Texas 
on September 10, 1922, and later lived 
on a farm near Praha.  He celebrated his 
93rd birthday last year.  His great-great 
grandparents, Matej and Terezie Novak, 
donated the property upon which was 

build the Assumption of the Virgin Mary 
Catholic Church in Praha, Texas.  

The Jureks are faithful members of Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church in Flatonia and 
both are active members of the Knights of 
Columbus and the Catholic Daughters of 
America as well as many other commu-
nity organizations and dance clubs in the 
Flatonia area.

Longest Married Couple in the Diocese of Victoria

BISHOP VISITS SEMINARY AND SEMINARIANS—Bishop Brendan Cahill 
and Father Kristopher Fuchs (left), who is a recent graduate and ordained, visited 
the Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio. Three diocesan seminar-
ians, Chase Goodman, Deacon Max Landman and Dalton Ervin  currently attend.  
The Roman Catholic Seminary prepares men to be ordained to the priesthood.  
Deacon Max will be ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of Victoria on 
June 4, 2016.  Chase and Dalton are both currently in Theology I.  

BISHOP VISITS STUDENTS  
IN AGGIELAND—The stu-
dents and parishioners from St. 
Mary’s Church in College Sta-
tion welcomed Bishop Brendan 
Cahill on February 20, when he 
celebrated Mass.  A reception 
was held at the student cen-
ter following Mass.  Pictured 
above with Bishop Cahill are 
students from the Diocese of 
Victoria who are attending 
Texas A&M University.


